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THE REGIONAL DIRECTOR AT
THE HEART OF AFRICA: A VISIT
TO BURUNDI

On October 6, 2024, the UNFPA Regional Director for East and
Southern Africa visited Burundi, where she was warmly welcomed
by the UNFPA Burundi team. She was one of the distinguished
guests of honor at the High-Level Forum of Women Leaders,
organized by the Office of the First Lady for Development.

This annual event, which was themed "Investing in Early
Childhood to Build Strong Human Capital for Life" aimed to
emphasize the critical importance of investing in children's
development to ensure a sustainable future. The visit also included
a focus on the country office’s activities, both in and outside of
Bujumbura.

The fl{e;qio‘na[ Director,:
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HIGH-LEVEL
FORUM OF
WOMEN
LEADERS

On October 7th and 8th, the 5th Edition of the
High-Level Forum of Women Leaders was held in
Burundi, under the high patronage of His
Excellency President Général Major Evariste
NDAYISHIMIYE, and chaired by Her Excellency First
Lady Angeline NDAYISHIMIYE. Several foreign
delegations, led by First Ladies, also participated in
the event, including delegations from Nigeria,
Serbia, Gabon, and the DRC. The event was
attended by government officials, including the
Prime Minister and Ministers, members of
Parliament and the Senate, the accredited
Diplomatic Corps in Burundi, and the United
Nations System, including UNFPA.
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Other high-ranking authorities and government
entities were also present.

The event, organized by the Office of the First Lady
for Development (OPDD-Burundi), was structured
around the theme: '"Investing in Early
Childhood to Build Strong Human Capital for
Life." This theme underscores the importance of
strategic actions for early childhood development
(ECD). Multi-sectoral collaboration is key in Burundi
to effectively coordinate efforts and address the
diverse needs of children. All speakers emphasized
the critical need to invest in early childhood,
maternal health, and human capital to secure
a better future.
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Lydia ZIGO:

A successful early childhood begins long before birth. Thus,
maternal and child health, which encompass the
mother-child pair, remains a crucial aspect of early childhood
development and ensuring a better future for Burundi. In her
opening remark, she emphasized the importance of modern
contraception, immediate postpartum
contraception, as a key factor in safeguarding the health of
both mother and child. Furthermore, during the panel
discussion, the Regional Director highlighted five key points,

particularly

namely :

The provision of sexual and reproductive health services, such as prenatal care
and deliveries attended by qualified staff in well-equipped healthcare facilities,
ensures effective monitoring for a safe and healthy pregnancy;

Increasing the use of voluntary family planning reduces unmet needs for family
planning among women of reproductive age, enables birth spacing, and thereby
ensures the health and well-being of both mother and child;

Addressing the specific needs of adolescents and youth;

The effects of climate change, humanitarian crises, conflicts, and post-conflict
situations hinder progress in reducing maternal and neonatal mortality. These
circumstances make women, adolescents, and children more vulnerable.

A society where women's rights are respected and gender-based violence is
combated is a healthy society. In such a society, the well-being of all is assured,
including that of children and youth.

This initiative marks an important step forward in mobilizing
resources for the well-being of future generations. Following
the forum, the Regional Director met with beneficiaries to
assess the results achieved in collaboration with our partners
and the Government of Burundi.

SPECIAL BULLETIN ON THE VISIT TO BURUNDI BY THE REGIONAL DIRECTOR



clary at the ated Mubimbitemporary displaced people site
AR\ :
ol

— /4

BENEFICIARIES: OUR
PURPOSE AND MISSION

baby kits and dignity kits
distributed at Mubimbi and
HUMURA Center
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Mubimbi IDP Site
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The Regional Director visited the displaced persons' site in
Mubimbi, in the Bujumbura Rural Province. She
commended the economic empowerment initiatives, as
well as the integrated services for the management of
gender-based violence (GBV), and acknowledged the needs
of adolescent girls and women of reproductive age. This
visit underscores our organization's continued commitment
to addressing the needs of displaced populations and
promoting the rights of women and girls.

ox'on the right and

Thé Regional @Aff.c"c %
Burundi's Gender NPO on the
left &t Mubimbi YDRSite.
¢ ~
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Humura Center

At the Humura Center in Gitega, dedicated to the
integrated care of GBV survivors, the Director inquired
about the social, economic, legal, and medical services
provided, reflecting a holistic approach essential for
helping survivors rebuild their lives and regain their dignity.
She witnessed the efforts made by the center and listened
to the testimonies of several survivors who, by breaking the
silence, advocate for advancing the cause of women and
girls' rights.
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VISIT TO MATERNAL HEALTH
AND FAMILY PLANNING
SERVICES: BRINGING
HEALTHCARE CLOSER TO
COMMUNITIES

Umugiraneza Foundation and Urumuri Center

The Regional Director, accompanied by the First Lady, visited the
Umugiraneza Foundation and the Urumuri Center in Gitega. She
praised the clinic’s efforts in addressing maternal health, girls'
education, nutrition, and the fight against early pregnancies and
poverty. This visit highlighted the government’s commitment to
improving the well-being of vulnerable women. She was particularly
moved by the unique stories of each woman and commended the
services dedicated to survivors of obstetric fistulas.

ABUBEF
At the ABUBEF (Burundian Association for Family
Wellbeing) center in Buyenzi, the Regional Director
engaged in discussions with service users and providers on
approaches to improving access to sexual and reproductive
health (SRH) services. The center operates a mobile clinic to
reach remote populations.

BURUNDI
She commended the involvement of male champions in
promoting family planning, including vasectomy, as well as |
the communication efforts aimed at fostering respect for .‘ kA | > Wy,

reproductive rights and contraceptive choices. The Regtonal Directdndeft, the Resident
resentative, centetand a Health-Ca

SPECIAL BULLETIN ON THE VISIT TO BURUNDI BY THE REGIONAL DIRECTOR



3t |
A beneficiary at the ‘UG{’UQ&TJ{QU center in
] ich treats obstettic ﬁz'is._tu[as.




ql A

)

e UNFPA Burundi Resident Representative on the left, fof owed Byithe Regional Director, the Presid
Republic of Burundi and the UN Coordinator in Burundi, on the right.
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MEETING WITH HIGH

AUTHORITIES: A STRATEGIC

APPROACH TO SUSTAINABLE

DEVELOPMENT

Meeting with the President of the Republic

During the audience granted by the President of the Republic
of Burundi to the UNFPA Regional Director, a fruitful exchange
took place regarding the vision for an emerging Burundi in
2040 and its full development by 2060. This was an
opportunity to discuss the government’s commitment to the
national census, a crucial exercise for strategic planning and
collaboration with development partners. UNFPA reaffirmed its
determination to work closely with the government to ensure
the empowerment of women and youth, which is essential to
unlocking the country’s economic and social potential. The
Director expressed her willingness to actively advocate for
resource mobilization to support the financing of the National
Development Plan and the 2040-2060 Vision.

Meeting with the First Lady of the Republic

The Regional Director was received in audience by the First
Lady of the Republic of Burundi, Her Excellency Mrs. Angeline
NDAYISHIMIYE. During their meeting, they discussed the
challenges surrounding maternal health in Burundi, including
the necessary actions to address these issues and improve the
care for women living with obstetric fistulas. Their conversation
also focused on the goal of achieving zero obstetric fistulas.
Additionally, they addressed topics related to girls' education
and nutrition.

The Regional Director on the left and the T
President of the Republic on the right.

The UNFPRA Resident Repfesentative in Burundi, on
the left, followed by the Regional Director, the First
Lady of the Republic of Burundi, and the UNTFPA
Burundi NePO _forfﬁ?f/@?.
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ENGAGEMENTS WITH SECTORAL MINISTRIES
ADVANCING THE ICPD AGENDA

The points discussed with Her Excellency Dr. Lydwine Baradahana, Minister of Public Health and the Fight Against AIDS, focused
on efforts made in financing the health sector. The Regional Director commended the government’s leadership and
commitment to the Compact, encouraging its continuation through renewal. The Compact ensures access to quality
contraceptive products and essential maternal healthcare, contributing to universal access to health services. Additionally, the
Minister of Health highlighted advancements in family planning, particularly the recent validation of the multisectoral family
planning strategy, which is a key policy to ensure the availability and the demand for reliable contraceptive methods, enabling

individuals to make informed decisions.

The Regional Director met with Dr. Frangois Havyarimana, the Minister of
National Education and Scientific Research, to discuss UNFPA's
commitment to promoting comprehensive sexual and reproductive
health education in schools, as well as efforts to prevent teen pregnancies.
During the discussions, the two interlocutors also addressed the
importance of supporting technical and vocational training to combat
unemployment, improve youth employability, and ensure the availability
of skilled workers. UNFPA offered to facilitate South-South cooperation,
which could provide an opportunity for sharing experiences and
knowledge with other African countries in this field.

In conclusion, the Regional Director met with a team from the Ministry of
National Solidarity, Social Affairs, Human Rights, and Gender, led by the
Permanent Secretary. The discussions focused on the partnership
between UNFPA and the Ministry, particularly on issues of gender, GBY,
and indigenous peoples, as well as social protection and its connection to
census data. UNFPA expressed its commitment to strengthening its
involvement in these critical areas.
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AN INSIGHTFUL

MEETING WITH OUR

PARTNERS

The UNFPA Regional Director met with the country
office's partner organizations. During this fruitful
exchange, she emphasized the critical role of civil
society in accelerating progress toward achieving the
three transformative results: zero unmet need for
family planning; zero preventable maternal deaths;
and zero gender-based violence and harmful
practices. The need to strengthen civil society's
involvement in collective efforts was highlighted.

The discussions also covered several other key topics,
including the importance of integrating social and
gender norms as levers to mitigate their impact on
program outcomes.

In addition, given the context of reduced funding,
various solutions were discussed to mobilize
additional resources, particularly domestic ones, to
move forward toward our shared goals.

sentative, surrounded by partners

The Regional Manager in dialogue
with partners.
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MEETING WITH UNFPA
BURUNDI STAFF: A
RENEWED
COMMITMENT TO
EXCELLENCE

The UNFPA staff held a productive meeting with
the Regional Director, during which several key
points were discussed. She emphasized the N ‘ \
importance of using data to support the — ‘%
government and improve communication on the ", ‘ ; y
impact of our actions. During the meeting, she
also presented certificates of completion to the
first cohort of the "Tremplin du Savoir
Professionnel" internship  program. She
encouraged them to aim for excellence, both for
themselves and for the office.

UNDI BURUNDI  BURUNDI  BURUNDI )\
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This meeting reinforced the commitment to A °-5NC BUR
collaborate and innovate in addressing the
urgent challenges facing Burundi, particularly in
terms of youth engagement and gender issues.
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2" MEDIA COVERAGE AND SOCIAL

MEDIA ENGAGEMENT

UNFPA Burundi :

1. ps:/ /) i_burundi-activity-7: 1681-07mf?utm _ 1 r_android
2. P P/ P

3. https://x.com/UNFPABurundi/status/18429262924818022647t=Q_qicRnuQQogTIKiHYdh6A&s=19

4. https =1 H \_VA&s=19

5. p: i i i_burundi-ffl5-activity-7249029803423453186-ypEy?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_android
6. P p/9Yaj P

7. https; JRC UrFRCg&s=19

8. p: P n/

9. p: i i i_burundi-activity-7250054722621 5-owke?utm_s h: _medi ber_android
10. ps: 39MweCRW3fq)

1. https://x. i 1287931 jXq YPg&s=19

12. p: linkedi i_naissance-capital-activity- DhyM?utm_source=sh _medil ber_android
13. ps: L224N/

14. https://x.com/UNFPABurundi/status/18439266579604442937t=Hg-H40cgBgrsK1t1mH1Yqw&s=19

15. p: i i i_ffl5-ffl5-ssr-activity-724969131 -dyN_?utm_source=sh: _medi ber_android
16. ps:/ /] 'Q2XhFCHGhY/

17. https://x.com/UNFPABurundi/status/18439245512579936012t=K96p68CghRt7SFZmQGDa5g&s=19

18. p: linkedi i_vgb-activity-725060642 Omf2utm_ h. _med ber_android

19. ps: 2 DABYpUUiy/

20. https://x. i il ’CaaAvZqHQ&s=19

21, https://x. i 18447 . tBvw&s=19

22, ps:/ i_la-visite-de-la-directrice-r%C: tivity-; -PWYE?utm_s 1 r_android
23. https://www.facebook.com/share/p/cWK9j8L3LMcTKAbY/

24, p: linkedi i_buyenzi-activity-7250247425779453953-4yw_?utm_source=sh: _medil ber_android
- os P—

26. https://x. i 86548119 T

27. p: i i i_s bg- tivity-7251985728023240705-yHGA?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_android
28. ps:

29. https://x. i 203 \QGz2G2f-1_t36DI

30. https://x. i h i

RTNB

1. https://x. i 184481992 ? j91J4De00

2. https: i 1844810: jY7TIIEGoDUSNDivo1H4w&s=19

3. https: 1844813430391 RuBtY-dj¢ qPEUgA&s=19

4. https://x. i 2=DIj-WitL7f8yTnsTuB_XUA&s=08
Jimbere :

1. m/10006: ja JALZqJpUTKg! PP
2 D om/1000 i QFYtnbfP2VaLN5: pp
3. https:/ww) i i pp=fbl
4 m/10006: i «Qh4/ frsqKCUL pp:

5 . /1000 . Xasms6iZadLrXaFg STopFslapp
6. https:/ww) i i QJZTwzRMjUmY3eWTKEDfh9FZDVU52ML \7app=fbl
7. https:/ 1845

8. https: ineJi 2: 2M: GOQ&s=08

9. p:

10. https:/ )0ZX3yvQ&s=08

1. p: JjB

12. D i om/p/DATWjodicvX/2i ==

13. https:/ 1843361

14, P i MR

15. D

16. https: php?story.f jHWQifH1j50XQl J6nC: DCl 1

17. https:/

Ministry of Public Health Burundi :

1.

https://x.com/mspls_bdi/status/1844119218377441495

2. https://x.com/mspls_bdi/status/1844119290276086086

IWACU

1 o w-burund.org/lydia-zig lue-le-potentiel-de-la- burundaise-et-appelle-a-investir-dans-
2 o Iydia-zigomo-cheres-fe Je-pouvoir-l-faut-faire-la-if
3. https: i i 1846129474867.

4. https://x.com/iwacuinfo/status/18461290130450474172t=HtQp3TsKTpM0Qm8eca6zGg&s=08

5. https://x.com/iwacuinfo/status/18461296401017899927t=XTA3htpaXOJH3A3fSK820Q85=08
BUMWE

1 htpsz 1227= V_ZIV1IXf7Q8s=19
LE RENOUVEAU

1 https://x.com/L i 18436484 ? PKZgRs=19
UMUGIRANEZA FOUNDATION

1. https://x.com/action_| 1844823 t=p

AKEZA NET

1. https:/ i0cil j NWCe
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‘ ‘ In many African families, they say stay and suffer,
but gender-based violence is not acceptable.
You are not a victim; you are a survivor. No one

has the right to harm a woman.

Ms. Lydia Zigomo
UNFPA Regional Director for East and Southern Africa

@ https:/burundi.unfpa.org/fr
f UNFPABurundi
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